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County chips in for sewer

project for Eldorado Springs

Final costs
exceeded
estimates,
causing friction
By Laura Snider

Camarm Staff Writar

A lengronning  dispute be
tween the Boulder County
commissioners and Eldorado
Springs was put to rest Toes-
day when the commissioners
agreed to contribute nearly
S277,000 to help pay for the
COMmMUNity’s New sower sys-
tern and associated upgrades
to the area’s electric grid.

In 2004, EMorade Springs
residents voled o borrow 51.8
million to construct a wastewa-
ter treatment plant. But over

than that to build. The total
bill for the sewer system —
which residents have now
been hooked up to for about a
year — is 5206 million, and the
county and the property own-

over who should cover the ad-
ditional costs,

“1 think this resalution lands
in the right place,” Commis-
gioner Cindy Domenico said of
the countv's decision o pay
for some of the cost overruns.
“It's been a long time coming,
and there are a lot of lessons
learned.”

The tiny town south of Boul-
der was forced to consider
building a sewer system after
Boulder County Public Health
determined in 1959 that there
were only 13 approved septic
systems in the town, which
has more than 130 houses.

‘When Eldorado Springs res-
idents passed the ballot mea-
sure in 2004 — which bound
homeowners to pay back the
loans over 2 vears as part of a
local Improvement district —
many believed thal cosls
would be capped at' $1.8 mil-
lion. But the county comimis-
gioners are legally allowed to
increase the money owed by a
local  improvement  district
mﬂmutavutc:fmnewbmds
are sold.

And the commissioners who

approved the hallot language
in 2004 — none of whom now
serve G dfboard — appear
o have doubted that $1.3 mil-
lion would realistically cover
the cost of the project from the ™ Te

beginning. But  community
members said a larger bond

Eldorado Springs resident Jo-
seph Palimbo, who called :h-:
cnmpmmlse fadr, *

wrn 50
the line, I . Wi

measure would nof be sup- “can all

portéd. And in fact, a langer
bond meazure had fxiled in
Eldorade Springs the year be-
fore.

Once the bond measure
passed, the counly managed
the praject, So when cost over-
runs began to pile up, res-
dents blamed the county for
POOT SUPErVISHon, and many ar-
gued that the county should
bear the costs. The long strug-
gle has strained the relation-
ship between the county staff
and locals.

Tuesday's decision was a
compromise between the par- |
ties, and while Eldorado
Springs residents were grate-
ful, many said work still needs
o be done 1o improve commu-
nication  between  the county
and the small town,

“Everyone's happy 1o get to
the conclision of this” said

——

The commissioners largely
agreed with the residents that
they would not like to see the
experience repeated.

*1 agree with the folks who
have said that this iz a leam-

said Commia-
See W Thor. -1 thick tha
we need to be very cognizant
of what analysis and decisions
need to be made up front on
any future similar propect. And
I very much agree with the
comment about having very

clear !lm':s af mmuunm.lm
., But

mtallr dﬁsni‘te lhe-se chal-
lenges, it has been a success-
ful project. We now have a
working sewer system in Eldo-
rado Springs.”
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